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1. Faith is one of the fundamental principles in human 
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SECTION MEETINGS 
The Conference each 
discuss 
section. 


day divided into sections to 
Kennett 
personal and intimate con- 
is community with God and man in the 
love. 


it of Jesus ; his attitude i 
and man, and he was moved by 


AUGUST 30, 


Reported by Stanley J. 


appointed subjects. Here follow reports from each 

(Dr. Kennett is Reader in Metallurgy at Liverpool University.) 
following is the agreed statement arrived at 
section of the Conference after four 


Christianity is a response of the human spirit to the 
8. Christianity is neither doctrine nor dogma, even less 


SCIENCE AND RELIGION 
it is essential to both science and religion: 
2. The faith of the scientist is that the universe is in- 


telligible. 
3. The aim of science is to introduce order and regularity 


4. Religion is the total attitude of man towards the whole 
5. Religious faith is the most 


“The 
cern of man. 


tifi 


6. 


> 


-sub-comniittee also held meetings. 
of his researches will effect changes in the life of mankind. 


of 


thereby convincing 


THE INQUIRER, 


emerge the task of Religious Liberalism, of 
necessary for such an agreement ? 


: 


Here we see 
Our 


It is by a strong-living, convinced and 


the authority there is in.us and in our case. That is to 
is the most powerful help to meet the situation. 


portant 


tesy 


responsibility has been, and should be, always at the heart of 


| 


tho attitude among the motives that determine his work. 


Mr. J.J. sam der Lee, the able lng secretary of the LAR F- 


qi actually liberty was very rare: we mostly live by habits, by 
| power o - 
: Acting on decision, on pure choice, on personally respon- 
‘ sible self-conscious will—how very rare they are! This should 
sober us, too much importance 
to the of freedom on the level of daily life, just as 
/ 2 we should smile a little at the pretentious loudness of authori- 
7 tarian voices: very often we obey with serenity, if not with 
| pleasure, to the compulsory forces of society. 
; But if it comes to some dramatic turning point, to im- 
; we shall have to stand for freedom with all 
Say : 
co- 
| 
itself 
look less emaciated than it often does look nowadays, and so 
at the same time subdue that preposterous authoritarianism, so , 
q indispensable in many ways, so unacceptable as to its deeper 
our 
Christianity 
Golden Measure, 
f is : 
- ism and Holiness. This blending has been thority in matters of scientific truth, but must be prepared to 
j med of ever since the Middle Ages. 
s the beginning, loving helpfuinc 
. TC career. It really is the c 
work through the centuries: ir 
j Roosevelt and Jane Adams, i 
» found organic, de-centralised g 
E duce bureaucracy, to develop a 
i ate forms community life. 
; education will be necessary. ( 
! The Lord and the Spirit—that is Authority exr 
terms of Freedom; that is Freedom speaking 
} Authority of Reason and Love. 
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that this faith is essentially different in character from religious 

faith. To the question as to what is the test of validity in 
religion Dr. Wilde replied that there cannot be a test, it must 
always be a maiter of personal choice. Men, however, continue 
to ask for some certainty to put in place of the old dogmas ; 
to this the American participants tended to answer that we 
must judge by the consequences of faith and that perhaps the 
social sciences will provide the new foundation. 


Prediction not possible with Living Things 

__ In the second session Professor A. W. H. van Herk con- 
sidered the position of science in relation to the general theme 
of authority and freedom. Science had radically changed the 
conditions of ite Be well as introducing ideas of order, 
ifiability in our To a 
extent society now influenced the ice of scientific wo 


ments can only come from religious faith, and the scientist 
must be guided by those who have this insight to offer. 


In the discussion the view was expressed that reason can 
lead to a knowledge of God and that all value judgments 
be related to observed facts. 


COMPARATIVE RELI 


Reported by A. W. Vallance 

(The Rev. Arthur Vallance is the Minister of the Dunham 
Read Chapel Cheshire.) 

agreed statement, slightly abridged, 

Authority and Freedom is to be found all over 

an essential factor in all religions. The conception of God as 


holy being of power is Known to all peoples, even - 
truth has 
the revelation the great 
all, and try to learn Indian religions 
probiems. religions stress 
3. The history of religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, islam. seek 


tH 


4 


and the direction of its The effects 

pplied science may in overcome progress in 

social to - Dr. Luther Adams, of Chicago, and Mr. J. Ray Shute, a Director of 

Professor van Herk emphasised that in dealing with living 
things science does not enable prediction to be made concern- 4. To avoid an authority blindly followed we must cut 

ing the behaviour of the individual (e.g. whether a particular through the shell of legalism and rigid outward authority, to 

conception will lead to the birth of a boy or a girl). the kernel of the original sources in our religion, as do the 
liberals in all religions. 

The Discussions 5. We must experience the living force of the revelation 
given to us. As Christians we may understand the contents of 
biblical revelation so far as we have experienced them. We 
acknowledge a continuing revelation leading us in the spirit 

The third session ee of truth. 
of draft findings, produced in small hours 

a sub-commitice of three. At first hearing pychology has taught us that there are 

little relation to the trend of the earlier discussions ! like to be guided strong outward authority that defines 

ion, attended by less than half the group the means of salvation, while others stress freedom of mind 

ion proved to be unnecessary, rapid pro- and choice, we have to try to show the followers of outward 

in reducing the modified draft to an agreed authority the great importance of freedom and free thought. 

af 7.. Freedom means freedom from sin, from passions, and 
from outward authority ; but especially it means freedom to 

; , choose. The history of religion shows that the personality 

, involving such a multitude which has chosen its way in freedom, and receives a personal 

too large, and from the English revelation, discovers a new kind of inner authority: that of 

" ; 8. In practising this personal experience they exercise a 

A kind of authority upon their fellow men, not forcing them to 
participants themselves, but I | agreed | believe in dead letters, but showing the way to real freedom 

(printed at the beginning of this report) will be of considerable sa God. 

interest to all who are concerned with the liberal faith. 

9. On such a basis we trust that discussion of religious 
problems between the faithful of all religions will be possible. 

GION 

The Report 
in somewhat imspiring premises College Library. 
Dr. C_ J. Bleeker, of Amsterdam, led the discussions, and was 
to have been associated in this leadership with Prof. Heiler, 
However, Prof. scholarly assistant, Dr. Annamarie 
Schimmel, had come to act as secretary and interpreter to the 
group, and did it most competently. 

| orni PELL AL: ULAR 1 >: 

a 

| 

isting im the easly ce Comparative Religion suggests that freedom im 

aarrowed by the deve iS mot a gradual evolution. 

logical disputations, by the formation of a dogmatic creed, and back, but im a higher and more acceptable form, 
thus imfolerance arises. the word of the mystics, the prophets and reformers. 
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Moaday 
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opposites but may be seen as ; 


true freedom cannot exist without the recognition of true 
authority, and true authority must respect true freedom. 


A Search for 


jum in the opposite direction. Men are either trying to set up 
again the old authorities or they are turning to new ones. As 
examples we may note the stream of conventions to Rome in 
many non-Catholic countries or the adoption of a scientific or 
rationalistic attitude-as the one solution to our problems. 
These, of course, are by no means the only methods that men 
follow today in their search for an ultimate authority. 
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words of the report) “ the notion of the Christ as 
tion of a divine instrument of redemption is more helpful than 
the historic Jesus who embodied it. 

These differences of opinion should not be minimised, but 
we do not believe that they = any vital cleavage in 
the spirit and the approach to living issues of theology that 
characterise Liberal Christianty or, as some would prefer to 
call it, Free Christianity, today. The discussions (and 
divisions) showed a healthy recognition of the fact that there 
is much hard thinking to be done and if we have a consider- 
able task of re-assessment ahead, the ability and the readiness 
to do it are there. | 


e concep- 


LIBERTY 


A Swiss mini who i i 
spirit of the conference. ma 

We have heard a passionate and message 
of liberty. This message certainly is more a summary 
of harmless moral teaching. It obviously contains more 

inst orthodox belief. 


tarian a every man 
seeking for freedom and i a message, which 
we : 


a 


Authority 
This truth needs to be accepted at the present time. The 
post-renaissanee period witnessed the decay of many long 
established authorities. But the results were not always what | 
ad been ex and today there is the swing of the pendu- | 
The danger lies in the acceptance as ultimate or absolute PY : 
authorities what are in fact only relative authorities. In re- 
ligion these relative authorities are to be found in the men, 
the wriiuings and the institutions through which religious truth 
is vouchsafed to them. These are necessary. But none of them 
can be regarded as infallible for there is no experience which is 
the organised communities or churches of any religion, Chris- 
tian or non-Christian, are all human media. They cannot be 
ee This message has nothing to do with that very well known 
cce uncondli on y. or wou 
be ideas Liberal Christians must always resist the attempt old-fashioned form of liberalism which does not and cannot 
of any temporal authority to make itself absolute. challenge any — a man. How will _ 
The Self-Revealing Spirit : [iis be a liberal still means to become a good nice fellow of a 
_ Only in God, the self-revealing spirit, is the true and not too highly differentiated intellect 2? How will free 
ultimate authority to be found. God speaks to man in many = Christianity win when liberalism still survives as a kind 
through the: historic communiey witch is the Charch, and must and can into this world, threatened by authori- 
above all through Jesus and continuing activity of the 
Spirit in all ages. Yet whatever authority these organs of 
revelation have for him, and we would emphasise again, none 
of them can be neglected, it is finally in man’s own religious 
thinking and experience that God must be known and loved yoke bondage.” What we ve to 1s 
, dangerous: “Only use not liberty for an occasion for 
be known in human life the flesh.” But there is never greatness without danger. | 
to him “ as the acceptance = —=—_| iherty always can be abused in this world. This is the 
we submit to it, and in price we have to pay. J 
Nevertheless we never should modify nor dilute the 
message of liberty just because liberty can be abused. 
So we stand for unconditional liberty of speech just because 
we wish that even a man like the Dean of Canterbury may 
“3 ; be free to argue in his own way ; so we stand for liberty 
Aly oP eae in education even though our own children choose a way 
he above is an attempt at both a summary and an inter- of which we do not approve; and finally we stand for 
ony other men. We certainly will not become 
claim to be complete, and in attempting a positive interpre- of ene 
tation it must necessarily omit many points on which there was willing to be renewed by interchanging ‘ic 
division of opinion. One, however, must be mentioned. It is hee Ge of 
known that on questions of Christology and the authority of Nobody monopoly of truth. 
Jesus there is wide difference of emphasis. This is sometimes But will such an understanding of 
regarded as lying between continental necessatily lead to chaos? to want of 
hand and “Anglo-Saxon “ (for want of egoistic individualism ? This is not 
Christianity also acknowledges 
—iiimlie so this authority the Spirit. For him this spirit is the 
There ee of God which also is the spirit of love. To be led 
Spirit means that every individual is involved in 
all could accept this essential teaching in the same wil 
some, it meant that God spoke and acted through rego 4 own i consent. 
Let us pray. 
rom men was 
But others felt to (There followed the prayer im German. The Bene- 
maintain such a position would deliver liberal Christianity diction was given in French.) 


Bon’ 
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AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 


Tue study circles and meetings organised by-‘“* The 
Inquirer” last winter were a great success. 

We promised to continue them. Requests have 
already reached us to do so. | 

Beginning on October 4 we shall print the first of 
a series of six subjects. Each will appear at monthly 
intervals. Each subject will be intended for one or more 
meetings according to the wishes of the circle. 


pipe, and the Rev. G. Marchal of Paris, and Dr. Faber of Holland, 


become one of the most soul and mind destroy- 
the world had ever known. It was a persecuting 
ready to silence and suppress those differing from it. 
ercy, Pity, Peace and Love” ities f 


upon which Marxists base their claims and to suggest what 
steps had to be taken if its challenge was to be met effectively. 


> 


| 
cc 
M 
: The syllabus will last the whole of the winter. The ~ 
. = subject to be discussed will be “‘ Christianity in the . fi 
Modern World.” d 
[s It will address itself to practical problems. . 
t ‘ We shall use the same method as on the last occasion. The Rev. John Kielty, Secret of the General Assembly, lighting his : 
ei Any sort of meeting will be able to use the syllabus. Your te contultation t 
, adult class, your youth group, your Women’s League meeting, even " 
three or four friends called together in your house for the purpose. 
out shape their working life, their leisure and their community 
sf To make the experiment fruitful certain conditions must be activity. 
7 1. The meetings must take place over a certain period of time. 5. Only in such a free society will there be any hope for , 
38 2. The findings of each group must be recorded. the peace the world so sorely needs. | 
or recordin his own manner the findings of to write down 
~ = or in his own manner the of the group. The Report | 
: = 4. The findings—for this i be sent to THE 
2 | Inquimer. They will be worked over carefully and “ The Strength and Weakness of Marxism ” was the sub- 
vid ject of a stimulating paper introduced to the Sociological Sec- 
7a action arrived at spontaneously by a whole religious community. tion by Principal Raymond Holt. 
5 + Marxism, he declared, was one of the most powerful 
Q forces at work in the world today. It was not just an economic 
: For this winter's plan we shall have two special theory. It was essentially a dogmatic faith, the ultimate pur- 
D issues of The Inquirer. Thus we shall ask the scribes pose of which was to change the world. Today it gained wide 
: to send in a three-monthly report. One after Christmas, appeal among people who were frustrated, who felt themselves 
the other in April. 
; ; in i is collective religi thinkin Marxism offered absolute certainty. It had its creed, its 
bible, its prophet, its god and devils in plenty. Marxism was, 
f Fix the dates of your meetings, and inform The Inquirer, a secular religion. It was necessary so to consider it. 
London, W.C.1. facts of experience; to be scientific in character. This claim 
Further particulars and announcements in future the test of examination. Modern Marxism, he 
issues. 
Marxists to lie, to intrigue, to murder, 
Reported by Arthur Peacock 26 Gait ont 
| (The Rev. Arthur Peacock is the minister of the Wandsworth : . 
The following is the agreed statement (abridged) issued by ideological imperialism 
the sociological section of the conference. privileged dictaterthip it 
| i. Freedom is endangered at the present time from in- 
7 who have lost their faith, and by the hostility to freedom shown Hol to examine the false 
are. 
3. The most powerful external force is the mass society in The Marxist ch he argued, would be overcome 
ater only by 2 faith that inckaded within tacit al that was tras and 
and an instrument of other people's purposes. valuable in Marxism but without its weaknesses. 
_ 4 Those who believe in freedom have the moral obliga- The religion to overcome Marxism had to be a free se- 
| tion to bring into being and to develop forms of organisation ligion. 
of > of Dogmatic Christianity not transform dogmatic Marxism 
and in men are able to participate in the decisions which for the simple reason that them weaknesses were similar. 


& 


A free world needed a free faith and it was only in an 
atmosphere of freedom that men could live their lives fully 
The Discussion | 

Principal Holt’s paper gave rise to considerable question- 
ing and discussion. Rev. Alex Reid of Glasgow made a 
vigorous plea for Christian Communism. He saw nothing in- 

ible in. the ethics of Christianity and the claims of 
Marxism. He admitted he was both a Christian and a Marxist. 
He saw in the great achievements for human betterment 
achieved by the Soviet Union the application of Christian 
ethics. He asked that the Marxist claims be considered care- 
fully and objectively. Mr. Reid was not ready to draw the 
destructive line between Christian Communism and Marxist 
Communism which characterised the contributions of Mr. Holt 
and other speakers. 

An interesting speech was made by a Lutheran layman, 
Baron Schwenk, who was concerned at suggestions often made 
that Communism should be j by its theories rather than 
by the actions of Communists. To him this kind of argument 
was typical of what was heard before 1933 in Germany when 
the Nazi proposals were di . Men said then Nazism 
could be judged by its social programme rather than by what 
some Nazis did. They were hearing the same arguments now. 
Marxist Communist arguments were similar to neo-Nazi argu- 


ments. 

thrown only to gi : | 
Another valuable contribution to the Sociological Section 

came from Professor Luther Adams who presided over its 
the place of “Authority and Freedom in Mass Society.” 
The section meetings were well attended each day, the 

much to both Principal Holt and 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Reported by H. H. Cheetham 
(The Rev. H. H. Cheetham is the Assistant of the 
General 
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experimenters in which each age group from earliest childhood 
to the oldest member has needs, privileges, power and 
authority in the life of the group. A person’s religion is what 
he considers the ultimate values for which he willingly spends 
his substance in daily living. 

Our religious education has for its aims the sense of 


personal worth, growth in spiritual and ethical 
Cc 


insights, community life, and the sear 
and relationship to God. 


Main Objectives 
The lecture given by the Rev. H. H. Cheetham at the 
second meeting was devoted to practical methods of religious 


education. He classified our main ‘objectives of teaching under 
four headings— 


(1) To understand the personality of our student as it is. 


for the meaning of 


The student’s personality with its particular spiritual and 


psychological needs at their present stage of development is 
teacher has to deal. 

(2) To provide opportunities of experiments 
periences which will enable the student to move naturally and 
without undue obstruction to the next phase of his psycho- 


logical and spiritual dev t. Religious education must 
be a life-long process which has as its goal the maturing of 


world and religion as is possible, since the t is not an 
isolated individual, but a member of the human family. This 
picture must not be confined to the history of Christianity in 
the past, but must include the stresses and strains of con- 

(4) To be absolutely frank and sincere with the student as 
to our own personal religious convictions and spiritual de- 


Then followed a discussion of the various types of teach- 
ing, (a) laissez faire, (b) authoritarian and (c) democratic. The 
liberal religious must regard himself as a member of a 
team and as primus inter pares among his students. 


A rapid survey of practical modern teaching techniques 


of the Usain wat Pes Guha br the various age-groups from little children to adults was 


Churches, and head of the Religious Education Department.) 


the lectures, were devoted to 


The other two sessions, as the time immediately 


spective papers and answers to discussion did much to bring ee 
home, not only the threatening character of the Marxist chal- velopment. 
lenge, but also the need for Liberal religionists being sure of 
\ 

sad Well Sheet, Loose 
Speaking .with great fervour and conviction about the ; 
work of the religious education group of the Congress, one 
delegate declared “This section is the most important and cher who had a vision of the adventure of teaching liberal 
significant in the Congress.” Modesty prevented the members religion in our churches and schools. Interesting examples of 
of the group accepting this statement without acknowledging these methods were exhibited in a colourful and varied ex- 
of the ont hibition of teaching materials and curricula from America, 
scientists. Nevertheless it is true that if we fail in the field of England, Holland, Germany, Switzerland and Sweden. The 
religious education, there is little hope that liberal religion can Revs. W. Waddington. E. W. Kuebler and H. H. Cheetham 
be maintained in our churches or made intelligible to the great were responsible for the Exhibition. 
The Rev. E. W. Kuebler, the Chairman, in the ; 
Education ™ dealt with the problems in outlining his group discussion. We divided 
of liberal religious education. Ho dated “it groups ~ Buzz Session technique so 
true that the majority of mankind tend to be uninformed or —_—that all our members could participate in the conference and 
prejudiced with regard to the interpretation of religion we |§ ecome acquainted with the new techniques used in adult 
liberals hold. One of our major tasks is to become articulate, education. The groups were led by the following resource 
t leaders: The Revs. W. Waddington and E. R. Vallance (Eng- 
means we must use language which they understand and be (America) and Prof. H. Casparis (Switzerland). The latter also 
very plain in-describing what we mean by religion.” acted as a tery charming and capable interpreter for our 
The Church 2s am Educational Centre — 
the cal section, our lecturer proceeded to define and It would be quite impossibie to record the valuable con- 
of cur education. He tributions that arose from these group discussions. Af the 
were necessary in our church organisation so as —— about the emphasis we should place on certain aspects 
religion and teaching methods. Adul: and Youth Education, 
church is an organisation or society of seekers, believers and Parent Education, Traming for Worship, the relationship of 
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THE RIGHT HON. JAMES CHUTER EDE, MP. 


THE REV. JOHN KIELTY 


(Secretary, General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches) 


THE REV. ALUN WILLIAMS, B.A. 


(Minister, Unitarian Chapel, Preston) 


“The History and Present Witness of this Cause ” 


Organist: 
JoserH WHALLEY, Eso. 
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; CO-OPERATION BETWEEN WORLD RELIGIONS | ee 
7 (Essex Hall Lecture, 1952) | 
2s., by post 2s. 2d. 
By A. C. Harpy, M:A., D.Sc., F.R-S. 
(Essex Hall Lecture, 1951) 
Is. 6d., by post Is. 8d. 
REASON IN RELIGION | 
By W. R. Mattuews, K.C.V.O., D.D., D.Lrr. 
| (Essex Hall Lecture, 1950) 
Is. 6d., by post Is. 8d. 
THE CONTRIBUTION OF PLATO TO FREE 
By Dorotuy TARRANT, M.A., Pu.D. 
(Essex Hall Lecture, 1949) 
The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London W.C.1 : - > ireasurer - - Van 
; | Prof. Siegfried and Dr. F. Kovar, together with the 
_ continued from page 222 Secretariat, Dr. H. Faber, Dr. J. J. van der Lee, Dr. S. 
Tentative plans were approved a Conference at 
Geneva in August 1953 in conjunction with the celebrations 
: -government, and ages and sexes mix. It is good for of the 400th Anniversary of the burning of - 
to work on a farm, and learn of sex im a natural way. issue of Castellio’s famous “ Traité des 
Reluctantly the Executive were given 
hat to be a woman is a gricvante in the next Congress; due in 1955, for 
y was shown by Mrs. Casparis’ small boy who F editary. This is an indication of 
sother would bear and feed a little sister or = adicapped the Association is by lack of 
od, “ it ism't fair that the mother can have which be semeiied 
ed it, and the father can do nothing for it” can only od by greater fins 
heritage of experience which conditions from the member countnes and in 
but use them as means. Housewives 
and can show the rest of humanity # is 
Leters should be addressed to the Editor, ~The Inquirer.” 
of influence than ever before. Woman's 14 Gordon Squwe, London, Wl. They at in 
of love and willing seif-sacrifice, to general exceed to fom bombed words iz: 
love brings incss, and so to show the way to 
wk. We of 
ZETING OF THE GENERAL Ge for mote 
RSEMBLY OF THE ie «(They epee Ge Ge 
Whe is Respomsible 
on 16 
as k 
bas long been 2 
etach 
: Presbytermna Church of 
De. Lathrop, was warmly = 
Assoczatiom over many years, 
| Execatrve Commutice mem- Cay 


